CHAPTER XVII
ANOTHER home came almost as easily as another job*
Mrs Ryan at first misunderstood Archibald's offer to
take the place of her unfortunate husband, and re-
fused it. But when it was explained to her that with
so many thieves about a man was needed as a pro-
tector of the household, the persuasion of his silver
tongue, backed by a quite untrue remark of Nelly's to
the effect that he had undertaken to do all the rough
work, soon made her consent
Life with the Ryans was a much more simple affair
than it had been elsewhere* Mrs Ryan drew his wages
and allowed him a dollar for presents, so but little
arithmetic was required of him. He understood from
her that he was saving money fast. This, in view of
certain responsibilities he contemplated assuming, but
which he had so far been too shy to mention to Nelly,
was, he felt, as it should be.
He had been astonished when Nelly said he had
undertaken to do the rough work; he was still more
astonished when he discovered how much of it there
was to do. Nevertheless he struggled manfully,
stimulated by the encouraging remarks of mother and
daughter. It was nice to be told that he was as
steady as ' Old Time/ Who Time was he did not
know, probably a former Chinese servant of theirs.
That the mai* had grown old was not surprising if
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